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me in celebrating Paul Laurence Dunbar Sen-
ior High School’s 150th anniversary and par-
ticularly Carrie Thornhill for her phenomenal
leadership with the Dunbar Alumni Federation.
| am fortunate to be an alumna of Dunbar
High School and a member of the class of
1955.

Dunbar High School, which started in a
church basement, was the first public high
school for African Americans in the United
States and remained segregated until 1954,
when the District of Columbia was one of the
six Brown v. Board of Education jurisdictions
that successfully challenged segregated
schools in the United States. Dunbar was in-
strumental in making the District of Columbia
a bulwark of education for almost a century,
attracting students from across the District,
who were drawn by the school’s excellent rep-
utation. That same reputation was reinforced
by Dunbar’s remarkable record of graduating
more distinguished African Americans than
any high school in the country. Among them
were Edward Brooke, the first Black popularly
elected United States Senator; Robert C.
Weaver, the first Black cabinet secretary; Ben-
jamin O. Davis Sr., the first Black general in
the U.S. Army; Wesley Brown, the first Black
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy; Charles
R. Drew, the discoverer of blood plasma; and
Mary Jane Patterson, the first African Amer-
ican to achieve a college degree. Dunbar also
drew teachers with advanced degrees who
would have been college professors but for
segregation in higher education.

In 2002, Dunbar High School established
the Dunbar Alumni Federation, which works in
partnership with school leadership to create
better futures for Dunbar students and grad-
uates, which has already awarded over $1.5
million in scholarships to over 700 students.
Dunbar has been recently rebuilt into a state-
of-the-art facility and became a neighborhood
school following the Brown decision. lts storied
history continues to inspire generations of stu-
dents.

| have introduced a bill directing the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint commemorative
coins in recognition of Paul Laurence Dunbar,
the proceeds from the sale of which would
benefit of the Dunbar Alumni Association.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Dun-
bar High School for 150 years of educating
the students of the District of Columbia.
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Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to recognize former Nebraska
State Senator, Jim Jones, on the occasion of
his 90th Birthday.

| had the honor to serve alongside Senator
Jones as a Member of Nebraska’s Unicameral
Legislature, allowing me to witness his dedica-
tion to rural communities. His commitment as-
sured that our farmers, ranchers, and all
Sandhills residents had a passionate voice in
the Legislature.

His family, friends, and community know
well his passion for rural life. We are all grate-
ful for his servant leadership. Congratulations
again to Jim Jones on his 90th Birthday.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker,
today | recognize my good friend Mary Anne
Chern, ACFRE, FAHP, a highly regarded
healthcare fundraiser who has retired from Ad-
ventist Health White Memorial in Los Angeles
after 24 years of dedicated service. White Me-
morial is the region’s leading faith-based, non-
profit hospital and is located in the Boyle
Heights neighborhood of East Los Angeles.
For years, Mary Anne served as president of
the Adventist Health White Memorial Chari-
table Foundation and as a member of the hos-
pital’'s Executive Team. | thank Mary Anne for
her years of friendship and counsel and her
unrelenting dedication to the healthcare fund-
raising profession.

Over the course of her 40-year career, Mary
Anne has raised over $500 million for
healthcare institutions in principal and major
gifts, private grants, and government funding.
She is highly respected by her peers and is a
friend and mentor to healthcare development
professionals across the nation and worldwide.
Mary Anne is one of only seven fundraising
professionals in the world to have achieved
both the Advanced Certified Fund Raising Ex-
ecutive (ACFRE) and the Fellow of Associa-
tion of Healthcare Philanthropy (FAHP) certifi-
cations. She is also a Si Seymour Award win-
ner for “career excellence and outstanding
leadership.” The Si Seymour Award is the
highest international recognition in healthcare
fundraising and has only been given to a total
of 41 fundraising professionals since 1970.

In 2010, Mary Anne was elected to be the
international chair of the Association of
Healthcare Philanthropy (AHP) by its over
5,000 members. The AHP is the leading au-
thority on healthcare philanthropy and it rep-
resents development professionals at more
than 2,000 nonprofit hospitals, medical cen-
ters, health systems and related facilities
throughout North America and abroad.

Mary Anne has extensive experience teach-
ing fundraising best practices and she served
on the two boards that certify professional
fundraisers internationally: the CFRE Board of
Directors and the AHP Board of Certification,
the latter of which she chaired. She also
served on the national board of the Associa-
tion of Fundraising Professionals and its great-
er Los Angeles chapter, as well as the boards
of CFRE International, which credentials fund-
raising professionals; the Milton Murray Foun-
dation for Philanthropy, which develops the
expertise of nonprofit leaders; and the South-
ern California Association for Healthcare De-
velopment (SCAHD).

Mary Anne is the co-author of a book and
the author of numerous articles on fundraising.
She won the AHP Journal Award in 2009 for
her article, “Hispanic Fundraising: Myths and
Realities.” She has a special interest in social
determinants of both individual and population
health, and she currently serves on the Steer-
ing Committee of the Los Angeles County

E1227

Community Health Assessment and Action
Partnership.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing Mary Anne’s immense
contributions to the healthcare fundraising in-
dustry and her outstanding leadership and
commitment to providing quality and acces-
sible health services to the greater Eastside
Los Angeles community through Adventist
White Memorial. Thanks to her years of serv-
ice, my constituents have been able to access
high-quality care in a modern and techno-
logically advanced facility. Mary Anne’s ability
to make others feel special and welcome in
the Adventist Health White Memorial commu-
nity is something we will all miss. | thank her
for her warmth and her dedication to ensuring
that the healthcare industry has the funding it
needs to implement the highest possible care

for Angelenos, Americans, and patients
around the world.
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Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize Kiel Atanasoff for receiving
the Patriot Award by the Department of De-
fense. Through his exceptional leadership and
steadfast  devotion to  workers  and
servicemembers at Krist Oil Company, Kiel
has become an indispensable part of the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

The Patriot Award is presented to super-
visors and employers across the country who
display exceptional support towards
servicemembers in their workforce. In recogni-
tion of his exceptional leadership and devotion
to his colleagues, fellow employee and
Guardsman David Froland nominated Kiel for
this distinguished award. This is in response
to Kiel's continued support to Mr. Froland
when he was deployed to Washington, D.C.,
earlier this year with the U.S. National Guard.
A longtime U.P. company, Krist Oil has contin-
ued to exemplify the gold standard of support
for our military members and communities. As
a veteran myself, | greatly appreciate the dedi-
cation they give to both our active and retired
Servicemembers.

Madam Speaker, it's my honor to congratu-
late Kiel Atanasoff for receiving the Patriot
Award. Michiganders can take great pride in
knowing the First District is home to such a
selfless leader. On behalf of my constituents,
| wish Kiel all the best in his future endeavors.

———
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, | rise, along
with myy colleague, Congresswoman SHEILA
JACKSON LEE, Chair of the Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security, to
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